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gist (jist) n. : The central idea; essence    CASA Volunteer Newsletter 
 
July  2008                                    CASA of the Pikes Peak Region Volume 3, Number 7 
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IN MEMORIAM  

 
CASA advocate and 
cherished friend, Dick 
Milton passed away 
peacefully at his home 
on June 27th. He leaves a 
great legacy behind and 
will be truly missed. 
 
Services for Dick will be 
held on Sunday, July 6th 
at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Chapel at Evergreen 
Funeral Home, 1830 E. 
Fountain Boulevard near 
Union. 

 

Thank You, Volunteers! 
CASA volunteers were honored at the 2008 Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
held on May 17th at First Presbyterian Church.  

Volunteers were treated to a breakfast and a chance to meet and socialize with 
fellow volunteers and CASA staff. Executive Director Trudy Strewler and 
Board Chair Catherine Calvin offered words of respect and gratitude to 
volunteers for their extraordinary efforts on behalf of children in our 
community. 

To recognize long-term service, lapel pins were presented to the following 
volunteers: Chris Edgar (15 years of service); Antoinette Kuzmic, Carmen 
McDermott, Sue Roelke (10 years of service); Jeff Brandt, Connie McKenna, 
Mary O'Connor, Joan White (5 years of service). 

The program included special recognition to long-time volunteer and cherished 
friend, Dick Milton. In appreciation of Dick's 16 years of service to children of 
the Pikes Peak Region and the State of Colorado, Executive Director Trudy 
Strewler announced that CASA's Foster Children's Fund will be named in his 
honor. The Milton Foster Children's Fund is dedicated to helping foster children 
develop the resiliency necessary to become successful members of our 
community, allowing them to build a path that will lead them to a successful 
transition into adulthood. 

The Madison Stars Children's Choir (Madison Elementary) performed two 
songs and received a standing ovation after singing "It's a Small World," 
complete with solos in several different languages. The Stars, led by Kay 
McNeill, first performed for CASA at the Light of Hope fundraiser in April. 

Thank You Booth Volunteers  
CASA participated in several community events in June including the Cinco de 
Mayo Fiesta in Memorial Park, La'au's Taco Shop fundraiser, Connections for 
Kids Rally at First Presbyterian Church, and the Juneteenth Festival at UCCS. 
A BIG thank you to those who helped staff the CASA booth at these 
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Volunteer Birthdays 
for July: 
Molly J………...May 28 
Lisa M…………….….4 
Victoria I………….….7 
Tim O………………...8 
Krystle R…………....12 
Tina C……………….13 
Kent C……………....15 
Andy R……………...15 
Sheri G……………...16 
Jennifer W…………..16 
Melissa J…………….20 
Nicole G…………….21 
Cynthia B………..….21 
Mary O……………...22 
Paige W…………..…23 
Lisa L………….…....24 
Glynn A………….….30 
Diane D…………..…31 
 
Recently Closed Cases: 
David Graff 
Dolores (Dee) Drake 
Georgeanne Hughes * 
Jackie Mallozzi 
Kari Markgraf 
Kathleen Gamblin 
Lois Gracz  
Mary Houchin 
Mike McAdams 
Sam Sargent  
Staci Blair* 
*closed two cases this 
month 
Recently Assigned 
cases:  
Christopher Rotole 
Deborah Crowley 
Geneva Silas 
Kathleen Gamblin 
Molly Johnson 
Vi Bass  
Georgeann Hughs 

events: Laura Speer, Jane Hegstrom, Ille Brebach, Renee LeBard, Dolores 
Martinez, Meg Theobald, Andrew Theobald, Jill Wright, and Sunni Ball.  
 

Friendly Reminder :  
·  Please make sure that you add CASA to your email acceptance list, we 

have been getting many SPAM controller messages and want to make 
sure that all our volunteers get accurate and timely information. 

·  If you change your email or home address, please send CASA the 
information so we can update our records.   

 

Job Opportunities: 
CASA is taking applications for an Executive Assistant. This is a non-exempt, 
part-time position (20 hours, normally Monday through Friday on a set 
schedule).  DEADLINE:  Fax resume & cover to 667-1818, or mail to CASA, 
HR, 701 S. Cascade Ave C/S CO 80903 by 7/9/08.  EOE  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Office Manager - Pikes Peak Therapeutic Riding Center (formerly Acts 19:11) 
Work with a unique, growing, nonprofit organization serving people with 
disabilities. Part-time Office Manager - 30 hours a week. Send resumes with 
cover letter to Christy Stettler, stettler@pptrc.org or fax 494-1689, by Monday, 
July 7. No phone calls please.  
Pikes Peak Therapeutic Riding Center (formerly Acts 19:11) 
13620 Halleluiah Trail 
Elbert, CO 80106 (still in El Paso County) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SEPT Notes, Announcements and Information  
    

Summer Internship with CASA of the Pikes Peak Region 
 

Allow me to introduce myself; I am Krystle R. I am from outside of Los 
Angeles, California. I am a rising senior Sociology major with a Feminist and 
Gender Studies minor at Colorado College. While at CC, I keep myself busy 
with a variety of involvement and extracurricular activities. In addition to being 
both a fellow in the Admission Office and acting as the New Student 
Orientation Coordinator, I'm also co-chair for Relay for Life (the American 
Cancer Society’s top fundraising event). I participate with Volunteer Action (a 
student organization that provides positive college role models to children 
identified as high risk), First Generation (a support group for students who are 
the first in their families to attend an institution of higher education), Take Back 
the Night (a student organization that focuses on systematic change for sexual 
assault and awareness), and the Women's Concerns Committee.  

Being chosen as one of the select interns for the Public Interest 
Fellowship Program (through CC) has been such an amazing experience for me 
given only the 2 weeks that I have been with CASA. The PIFP allows students, 
like me, the ability to have a meaningful work experience in the nonprofit 
sector for 12 straight weeks during the summer months. CASA of Colorado 
Springs has given me the opportunity to explore my passion of public interest 
and service, and to apply what I learned from my sociology course of the 
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STAFF Directory 
 
Name               Ext. 
Allison Worrell      1022 
Aubrey Terry   1017 
Barbara Bowen       1013 
Deb Cline    1009 
Dolores Martinez   1027 
Evelyn Callihan      1014 
Gina James   1012 
Lois Gracz              1024 
Jill Wright              1002 
Jon Whiteman        1030 
Karri Baker            1006 
Lena Ruiz              1000 
Liane Shupp           1010 
Liz Garcia              1023 
RoseMary Jaramillo  1008 
Mary Houchin        1018 
Mary Stocco  1018 
Mittie Pedraza  1001 
Roz Stouffer  1003 
Sunni Ball    1019 
Terry Dickman   1007 
Tracy Sellars   1005 
Trudy Strewler       1004      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

nonprofit sector.  
Experiencing and working first-hand for an innovative and effective 

organization that addresses a significant social issue and that which focuses on 
systematic as opposed to symptomatic change in the community that I have 
come to call home truly opens my eyes and stretches my horizons more than I 
could have ever thought possible.  

I can guarantee that this public interest internship opportunity with 
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region will be one of the highlights of my 
undergraduate experience that will honestly impact the rest of my life in such a 
positive way.   
 
Stay tuned next month for an update on Krystle’s CASA experience as well as 
an introduction to our other two summer interns, Michelle G. and Katie D. 
   

Getting’ Down—Downtown Summer Concert 
Series 
      Free outdoor concert series on Wednesday nights, 6-8pm, at America the 
Beautiful Park, 126 Camino Drive.  Bring your lawn chairs, sun umbrella and 
picnic dinners: rain cancels concerts.  For more information call 785-3323 or go 
online at http://www.gettindowndowntown.com/ 
July 2nd-Michael Johnson—Singer Songwriter, “Bluer than Blue” 
July 9th-Spring Creek Bluegrass Band-Bluegrass 
16th-The Nostalgic, Doo Wap 
July 23rd-The Swing Connection, 10 pc. Swing Orchestra 
30th-Joe Uveges with special guest, Susan Rissman and KJ Braithwaite-Folk  
 

Connect with Fellow CASA Volunteers 
Online 
     Would you like advice or support from someone who has been 
in your shoes?  Do you have a great idea or tip to share with other 
CASA's or SEPT facilitators?  Post your question or idea on 
CASA's Online Discussion Board. (This is not meant to be a 
replacement for support from your case supervisor -- just another 
resource).  Here are some examples of questions your peers might 
be able to help you with... 
- I have a teen on my case and it is has been years since I have related to a 
teen. How can I get a crash course on Teen 101? 
-Tip: I can never find any parking around the courthouse, so I've started riding 
the free city shuttle bus. It runs up and down Tejon Street every 15 to 20 
minutes.  I park at CASA and walk one block north to catch the shuttle on 
Moreno. 
     I have a question or idea to post!  How do I access the CASA Discussion 
Board? Go to www.casappr.org > click on the "Volunteer" tab > choose 
"Volunteer Support"  and then "Online Discussion Board." A brief and easy 
registration process is necessary to access the board (this helps prevent non-
authorized visitors from accessing the board).  If you have problems or 
questions, please call Tracy Sellars at 447-9898, x1005 or email 
TracyS@casappr.org. 
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SEPT Contact #s 
The following is the 

list for emergencies 
during the visiting and 
exchange time: 

 
Monday –Aubrey  
x1017 or 330-1451 (cell) 
Tuesday –Barbara          
x 1013, 330-1451 (cell)  
Thursday –Barbara 330-
1451 (cell) 
Friday –Mittie  x1001 or 
330-1451 (cell) 
Saturday and Sunday – 
Liz x1023 or 330-1451 
(cell) 

 
Reminder for SEPT 
Facilitators: 

o No cell phone use 
during the shifts 

o No heavy reading 
(novels, 
homework, etc.) 

o No laptops 
o Children must be 

accompanied by 
facilitator to 
restrooms 

o Facilitators must 
move around the 
room in order to be 
able to properly 
hear and observe 
the families. No 
growing roots! 

     
 
 

 
Reminder to save the date :  

·  State CASA 13th annual training conference-Saturday 

October 11 

·  Preconference training on Diligent Search. Friday, October 10 

·  State CASA awards banquet evening of Friday, October 10 

   

Continuing Education Opportunities  
 

July 2 - Ages & Stages Questionnaire: Social Emotional 
Screening for Young Children, Topics: training to facilitate in 
screening and early identification of children with social emotional 
competence delays or concerns.  RSVP to RoseMary at x1008. 

 
July 10 - "Playback of the 2008 National CASA 

Conference"  
CASA volunteers Sandy Smith and Barbie Schlabs recently returned from the 
National CASA convention and are excited to share their experiences with 
volunteers and staff. Please join us to listen and dialogue on Thursday, July 10th 
from 12:00-1:30. Topics of discussion include:    
*Child Sexual Abuse:  Dealing with the Traumatic Aftermath 
*Adoption for Older Youth 
*Policies and Laws that Affect Advocacy for Immigrant Children 
*Relatives:  Taking a Look at the Family Tree 
*How are the Children Who Witness Domestic Violence? 
*Educational Advocacy 
*The Roles of Parental Substance Abuse and Consequential Incarceration in the 
Abuse and Neglect of Children 
Join us for the in-service and receive the complete outline/overview as well as 
the Couples and Family Map.  
 
Reserve your spot by calling Rosemary 447-9898 x1008 or email 
rosemaryj@casappr.org. Bring along a brown-bag and CASA will provide 
drinks and cookies. The following is an extract of the presentation. 
- 
2008 National CASA Conference 
By Sandy Smith, CASA Volunteer 

 
In June, I attended CASA’s National Conference in Washington D.C.  
Following is a summary presented by Dr. Duehn on the four myths regarding 
child sexual abuse. 
 
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE:  DEALING WITH THE TRAUMATIC AFTERMATH 
Dr. Wayne Duehn, Professor of Social Work, University of Texas at Arlington 
 
Myth #1:  Child sexual abuse happens somewhere else.  The reality: it happens 
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in cities and in rural areas; it happens in wealthy families and in poor families; 
it happens in educated families and in uneducated families; it happens to girls 
and to boys; it is perpetrated by a family member and someone outside the 
family. According to the Kinsey report (written in the 1950’s), 1 in 4 women 
have been sexually abused. 
 
Myth #2:  Sexual abuse is hard to define.  Sexual abuse is defined as any sexual 
conduct with a child which results in emotional, mental, and physical abuse. In 
94% of the cases, there is no medical evidence. 
 
Myth #3:  Child sexual abuse only happens to females.  Recent studies reveal 
that 1 in 5 college males said they had been sexually abused. 
 
Myth #4:  Perpetrators have certain characteristics.  Perpetrators can be 
anyone.  The one thing perpetrators have in common is they are narcissistic. 

 

University of Colorado Denver Offers 
Summer Education Series Event 
Drawing on his more than thirty years of experience as an 
award-winning researcher, advocate, and forensic expert, 
Dr. Evan Stark will be presenting a full day training, titled 
Domestic Violence, Coercive Control and Child Wellbeing: 
Putting the Revolution back on Course. The training will 
take place at Saint Cajetan’s on the Auraria Campus on 
Tuesday, July 29th.  It will include two workshops.  In the 
morning sessions Dr. stark will discuss how our failure to recognize and 
respond to batterer’s coercive control has stalled the domestic violence 
movement and stymied the criminal justice system. The second workshop will 
center on the batterer’s use of child custody to control and how advocates can 
help families negotiate the morass of the often conflicting, contradictory and 
sometimes disturbing approaches taken by the courts in these matters.   
 
This training has been approved for 7 hours of general continuing legal 
education. To access more information or for application go to the homepage 
for the School of Public Affairs – www.spa.cudenver.edu.  The workshop is the 
first item under the News and Events section of the page with a link to the 
registration form. A 25% discount will apply if groups of 3 or more register at 
the same time.   
 
If you have any trouble email, cdv@cudenver.edu or contact Barbara Paradiso, 
Director, Program and Center on Domestic Violence, 303-315-2736 or 
Barbara.paradiso@cudenver.edu. SAVE-THE-DATE: Colorado Regional 
Conference on the Health Care Response to Domestic Violence, December 7-
9, 2008, Grand Hyatt, Denver. 
 

 


